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TAP Builds on College Connections

TAP has completed another spec-
tacular summer session. For six
weeks, the TAP students engaged in
a number fun and enriching of ac-
tivities.

—The summer began with the stu-
dents taking a computer program-
ming and robotics tutorial at Drexel
University. Dr. Naga Kandasamy, in
that University’s Electrical and
Computer Engineering Department,
reviewed highlights from the history
of robotics; discussed the future off
robotics and moved the students
directly to the task at hand: teach-
ing them how to write and execute
simple Java programs to direct a
robot, the iRobot Roomba, through
a series of patterns and race it
through a maze. See a discussion of
the session at Drexel’s on-line pub-
lication of its Electrical and Com-
puter Engineering Department at
http://lwww.ece.drexel.edu/ece_new
s.html.

Above: Dr. Kandasamy working with TAP
student Alfredo Pabon in a Drexel lab.

Below: Dr. Cocchiarale of Widener
University working with TAP student
Darren Davis on the latter’s revision.
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—The students spent another
week on the campus of Widener
University where they partici-
pated in a Creative Writing im-
mersion camp led by Widener’s
Dr. Michael Cocchiarale, Dr.
Kenneth Pobo and Ms. Jayne
The camp’s focus

the mindset and practice the skills
necessary to produce high quality
creative writing. It culminated in
the students reading a selection
from the portfolio they pro-
duced. To quote the professors,

“...[C]reative writing, like playing a
sport or a musical instrument, is a
discipline that depends on much
more than bursts of inspiration. You
need to practice, practice, practice.”

— For the rest of the summer,
the students met at Swarthmore
College where their classes in-
cluded math (taught by a TAP
volunteer) and science (taught by
TARP staff).

Students Receiving Special Recognition

Science Awards: |st Place Roomba Team Award: Tracey Johnson; Ericka Mumford; Tenia Payne and
La’Nai Sherman; Runner Up: Donyaé Dukes; Tiffany Foster; and Tanaya Payne;

Creative Writing Camp Awards: Poetry Award: La’Nai Sherman; Fiction Award: Charneesha Queen;
Participation: Angel Pabon and Tanaya Payne; College Demeanor Award: Chris Shavers

Business Etiquette Awards: Darren Davis; Ahn-yea Graham; Tracey Johnson

TAP Leadership Award: Charneesha Queen and Tenia Payne

Perfect Attendance: Darren Davis and Aaron Payne

Exemplary Attendance: (one absence) Ahn-yea Graham; Matt Love; Alfredo Pabon; Tenia Payne







