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     As the class of 2012 spends its first days 
at Widener and the upperclassmen return 
for yet another year, the campus is buzzing 
with excitement. To help focus the energy 
of the new students and ease their anxiety, 
President James T. Harris III addressed the 
group at the 2008 Freshman Convocation.  
     Harris urged the students to find the 
courage and motivation to Òtake the first 
stepÓ toward their goals. After revealing 
WidenerÕs strong network of individuals 
dedicated to helping students succeed, he 
reiterated that each student is in charge of 
his or her own destiny by making that crucial first step. 
     Harris emphasized the importance in taking initiative to become both         
successful students and persons of great character. He suggested that all               
students open up their minds to new and different views, seek out the advice of 
a mentor, and most importantly, get involved. In addition to engaging in             
student groups and campus activities, he encouraged students to Òfind ways to 
be of service to the greater Philadelphia region, especially the city of Chester.Ó 
     Provost Jo Allen echoed President HarrisÕ message by prompting students 
to ask themselves: ÒWho or what am I trying to become?Ó According to Allen, 
students should look beyond their career aspirations to the character they want 
to develop. ÒBecome a person who has dignity, self confidence and empathy 
for others,Ó she said. 
     Keynote speaker Dr. Phillip Lewis (Õ72) called the Widener student body 

among the Òelite,Ó offering the statistic 
that a mere one to five percent of the 
world ever get to spend four years 
Òstudying to become better.Ó He  
stressed that all Widener  students take 
advantage of the opportunity theyÕve 
been given to both better themselves 
and others. ÒYou and me are here to 
make life better,Ó he said. 
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The university community put its Widener pride on display   
recently with a fun-filled evening of ÒWidener Pride Watch  
PartiesÓ on the Main, Delaware, and Harrisburg  Campuses. 
     The parties, held August 27, were timed to celebrate 
WidenerÕs connections to two speakers taking the stage before  
a national audience: Harrisburg law alumnus U.S. Rep. Patrick 
Murphy (Õ99) and long-time Delaware Campus adjunct            
professor Sen. Joe Biden, (D-Del.), who spoke within hours of 
each other at the Democratic National Convention in Denver. 
     The Student Bar Association, under the direction of               
President Matt DeNucci, presented the Delaware Campus party, 
held in the new student lounge in the Main Law Building. 

Crowds began forming in the 
lounge around 7:30 p.m. and 
stayed until BidenÕs speech, in 
which he accepted the vice presidential 
nomination, concluded around 11 p.m. The 
party was the place to be for reporters from 
CN8, KYW, and Fox 29 in Philadelphia. 
Students, faculty, and alumni were                 
interviewed for live broadcasts from the 
center of the party. 
     Students with help from the Dean of 
Students Office on the Harrisburg Campus 
organized the party in central                              
Pennsylvania. People gathered in the           

Sidebar CafŽ, where they watched the coverage with Law Dean Linda 
L. Ammons. MurphyÕs speech drew an especially enthusiastic crowd, 
given his ties to the campus. 
     And on the Main Campus in Chester, although school had yet to              
begin, a dozen or so students gathered in the Dining Center to watch the 
speeches with their peers. Among the attendees was Andre Ellerbe, a 
freshman from Brooklyn, NY. Ellerbe was both surprised and excited to 
learn about BidenÕs connection to the university. ÒI am fortunate to be a 
part of this today,Ó Ellerbe said. ÒI had no idea when I left home 
that Widener would be so connected to this historic race. ItÕs 
amazingÓ Also excited about WidenerÕs representation at the 
convention was Elisha Keller, another member of the class of 
2012. ÒWe really like that people from Widener go on to do            
bigger and better things,Ó she said. 
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“We really like that  
people from Widener  

go on to do bigger  
and better things.” 

 
- Elisha Keller (’12) 
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Over four days in July, 18 excited and energetic   
Chester High School students participated in 
WidenerÕs first Creative Writing Summer Camp. The 
camp was comprised of four intense, three-hour          
sessions, during which Widener faculty members Dr. 
Michael Cocchiarale, Dr. Kenneth Pobo, and Jayne 
Thompson taught students about the art of poetry and 
short story writing. The faculty, along with Widener 
student aides Heather Astorga, a senior English and 
creative writing major; and Jennifer Pinel, a senior 
creative writing major, helped students develop and 
revise several of their own creative works, which were 
submitted for evaluation at campÕs end. In the last            
session, all students orally presented one poem or 
story they had produced. 
     Attendees of the camp were rising juniors who        
are currently enrolled in The Achievement Project 
(TAP), an academic program founded in 2002. The programÕs mission, as stated on its web site, is to help 
students Òsucceed in high school and to prepare for, apply to, gain acceptance at, and attend college or 
some other institution of higher education.Ó   
     Even though the duration of camp was short, students and staff gained a tremendous amount from the 
experience. Thompson, senior lecturer of college writing, said, ÒThe students responded with enthusiasm 
and openness. It was a joy to work with them.Ó Pinel added that the studentsÕ Òengagement was truly                
astonishing, and it showed that they were able to keep up with college level discussions.Ó She continued, 
ÒThe best part of the camp came from the studentsÕ dedication to writing. The revision process, which can 
be an irritating part of writing to some, came naturally to the students, and they were eager to go back and 
fix their work. A writer has to be serious enough about the craft in order to accept revision, and the                 
students showed that they were up for the task.Ó 
     This fall, as part of TAPÕs after-school program at Chester Eastside Ministries, Widener students and 
faculty will continue to work with these talented and dedicated students to further improve reading,             
writing, and critical thinking skills. 
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Through Widener CARES (Children of Active & Reserve Military 
Personnel Educational Scholarship), Widener University ensures that 
the children of U.S. military personnel, who are killed in action in 
either Operation Enduring Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
have the opportunity to pursue higher education. Applicants may  
receive up to $25,000 per year, which may be applied toward the cost 
of tuition at Widener University. A maximum of 16 students may  
receive the scholarship during any one year.   
     For more information, contact the Office of Admissions at              
610-499-4126. 
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Over the course of history, young minds from around the world have birthed some of the most                           
recognizable and ingenious inventions. From Louis Braille, who invented the famous system of reading 
and writing by means of raised dots at the age of 15, to George Nissen, who at the age of 16 decided to use 
scrap steel materials and a piece of stretched canvas to create the first trampoline, young ingŽnues have 
pushed the limits of creativity and design. 
     To help foster that same creativity among todayÕs youth, the School of Engineering hosted the 13th                   
Annual Engineering Summer Camp for high school students in July. About 60 students from around the 
region gathered on the Main Campus to learn about the engineering discipline in a noncompetitive,   

hands-on environment. Their experience came complete with 
computer workshops, demonstrations, films, laboratory                     
exercises, discussion groups, and presentations. Whether            
making ice cream or launching soda bottle rockets, the students 
had the opportunity to explore the fields of chemical, civil,  
electrical, and mechanical engineering, all while having fun and 
making friends. 
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Delaware Attorney General Beau Biden addressed a standing-room-only crowd in the Ruby R. Vale Moot 
Courtroom, speaking about his leadership approach, his famous family, and his love of public service. 
     Biden, son of U.S. Sen. Joe BidenÑrunning mate to presidential contender Sen. Barack Obama and a          
member of the Widener Law adjunct facultyÑwas elected Delaware attorney general in 2006. He brought 
senior members of his staff to campus and explained that a number of his deputies, including three of his 
four top directors, are all Widener Law graduates. Under his direction, the office has made community 
prosecution, the apprehension of child predators, and a decrease in elder abuse some of its top priorities. 
     Members of the law faculty ate lunch with Biden in the BarristersÕ Club before his speech in the moot 
courtroom, which was largely attended by students. Biden encouraged the students to consider careers in 
public service. Driving home after work and knowing you are part of something bigger than yourself, 
which contributes to a better world, makes for a fulfilling              
career, he said. 
     ÒIf you go into it early, it pays dividends to you personally 
and to your community,Ó he said. 
     The visit was BidenÕs first public appearance since                      
returning to Delaware from the Democratic National                   
Convention, where his father accepted the vice presidential 
nomination. Biden introduced his father and their family story 
to the nation on the night the senator gave his speech. Even 
though his father has a new high-profile role, he continues to 
think fondly of the place he has taught constitutional law for 
nearly 17 years. 
     ÒHe loves coming here,Ó Beau Biden said of his dad.  
ÒHe looks forward to continuing to do that.Ó 
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As the reference/electronic services librarian on the                  
Harrisburg Campus, Bonnie Lerner provides electronic                  
research and computer support for law students and faculty. 
However, away from campus, she helps out in a much              
different way. Lerner, a proud grandmother to Eliya, 6, 
Shira, 3, and Noah, 3, enjoys watching the youngsters and 
assisting her three grown children who live nearby. She 
babysits at least once a week, but would hardly call it work 
as playing with the kids is one of her Ògreatest joys in life.Ó 
   With all three grandchildren by her side on August 27, 
Lerner watched Congressman Patrick J. Murphy, a 1999 
alumnus of the School of Law Harrisburg Campus, address 
the Democratic National Convention. Lerner described           
Murphy as her ÒbuddyÓ and still has a picture of him               
scrolling through her computer screensaver images. The 
photo shows Murphy posing with another School of Law grad, both members of the Judge Advocate              
General Corps, standing atop Saddam HusseinÕs palace in Iraq. 
   After working at the Harrisburg Campus for 18 years, Lerner has become a familiar and friendly face to 
many students and faculty. She began her career at the School of Law as a member of the support staff, but 
was promoted to her current position in 1995 after completing her masterÕs degree in library science. 
   While Lerner enjoys her career, she does envision her life after retirement from time to time. A world 
traveler, Lerner would both visit new places and return to some of her favorite destinations. She hopes to 
one day head back to Israel to continue to explore its rich history. Her most recent adventure included a 
three-week trip to Hawaii, where she walked across a half-mile lava bed at nighttime. In the dark, she            
witnessed the bright red substance pour out of one of the islandÕs volcanoes and drop right into the ocean. 
ÒIt was an amazing, once-in-a-lifetime experience,Ó Lerner said. 

Bonnie Lerner 
Reference/Electronic Services Librarian 

Harrisburg Campus 
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Widener University invites graduate students and professionals in the 
human sexuality field to an October 17 Careers in Sexuality                       
Professional Skills Conference. Learn to create a career path you                
enjoy; set up a private practice; find work in a medical, academic or 
publishing setting; manage employees; and market yourself.  
     Register before September 10 at www.careersinsexuality.org for 
$5 off your fee. After September 10, standard registration is $50 for 
professionals and $25 for students and Widener University faculty. The conference will take place at           
University Center from 9 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. Registration and a light breakfast will begin at 8:30 a.m.  
     Conference attendees can tailor the day to best meet their professional needs by choosing among three               
different topics in each of four workshop sessions. As an added bonus, continuing education credits are             
available in social work and with the American Association of Sexuality Educators, Counselors and      
Therapists.  
     For more information, visit www.careersinsexuality.org, email                                                                             
humansexualityprogram@mail.widener.edu or call 610-499-4251. 

 
Visit www.careersinsexuality.org 

for conference details and                  
to  register.  
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The Widener University Art Galley kicks off the 
2008-09 exhibition season September 2 through                
October 18 with Three Martinos, the Philadelphia 
paintings of Giovanni, Eva, and Babette of the                 
renowned Martino family of artists from Philadelphia.  
     The exhibition features nearly 60 paintings              
focusing on the Philadelphia area landscapes favored 
by the Martino family for more than 80 years. From 
New Hope to Kelly Drive and from Manyunk to               
Norristown, rediscover these famed Philadelphia               
regions through the interpretive color palate of the late 
Giovanni Martino, N.A. and his daughter, Babette. 
The works of Eva Martino, the wife of Giovanni and 
mother of Babette, focus on objects in the form of still 
lifes, large figure paintings, and interiors. 
    This exhibition is supported in part by a GAP grant 
from the Pew Fellowship in the Arts, a program of the 
Philadelphia Center for the Arts & Heritage, funded 
by the Pew Charitable Trust and administered by the 
University of the Arts. The exhibition is also funded 
through a donation from a Philadelphia patron of the 
arts who wishes to remain anonymous.  
      
H.$./%+;-%7.8-5-1%N5.>-1$./?%F1/%G#""-1?%
Enjoy a reception celebrating the Three Martinos on  
Saturday, September 20 from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Art 
Gallery located in the University Center. The exhibit 
and reception are free and open to the public.  
     The Widener Art Galley is open Wednesday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on 
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. The gallery is closed 
Sunday and Monday. For more information, visit the 
Widener Art Gallery website at                    
www.widener.edu/artgallery or call 610-499-1189.  
      

W%/@+''%)K+"(%'/E)>"#$3)H'/,E)DLYZE)/%-)/').+'@+$)

R@+)K+"(%'/E)[#--/,)!%(.3#"E)/%-)/').+'@+$)

Q+G#((#)K+"(%'/E)\3#)R-E)DLYZE)/%-)/')4+'#-)

2.65%N3%+YIF@%'&1%-(!#=3A$%F"-1/$Z%
The university urges all students, staff, and faculty on all campuses to sign up for the CampusAlert Emergency 
Notification System, powered by e2Campus. This system enables university officials to send instant alerts  
directly to registered subscribersÕ university or personal e-mail accounts, cell phones, or PDAs. Widener uses 
this system to communicate important information during any potential emergency, such as a snow delay or 
closing, homeland security advisory, weather warning, gas leak, fire, crime watch, power failure, or other            
significant events. For more information and to register, log on to your CampusCruiser account and click on 
ÒCampusAlert Emergency Notification Sign UpÓ located under ÒCampus Announcements.Ó 

http://prod.campuscruiser.com/q?pg=home_welcome&cp=97
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Tammie Calabrese, lecturer and Student Nurse Association advisor for the School of Nursing, and            
Jeneffer Bagirimvano, a senior nursing major, each published articles in the Fall 2008 issue of Reflections 
of Nursing Leadership. CalabreseÕs article, ÒFuture Global Nurse Leaders Are in Your Classroom Today,Ó 
examines the need for educators to ask students about the defining moments in their lives that led them to 
the nursing field. Stemming from that article, BagirimvanoÕs entry ÒDo I Want to Become a Nurse?Ó         
details the pivotal moments of her life that led her to pursue a nursing career, including growing up in       
war-torn Rwanda and observing the need for quality healthcare professionals in impoverished lands. 
 
Erick Hyde, associate director of admissions, was selected to co-chair the Philadelphia National College 
Fair at the Philadelphia Convention Center on September 28. Hyde has helped coordinate the event, which 
brings thousands of Philadelphia area students together with college and university representatives. 
Through a series of workshops, the fair also provides valuable information for students and parents                
attempting to navigate the college-admission process. 
 
Dr. Michael Ledoux, associate dean and director of the Center for Education; Dr. Nadine McHenry,            
associate professor of education; and Christine Weist, administrative assistant in the Center for                   
Education; recently presented ÒInterdisciplinary Language Arts Education in a Distressed District:              
Pre-service and In-service Approaches to the CommunityÓ at the International Reading AssociationÕs           
22nd World Congress of Reading in San Jose, Costa Rica. WidenerÕs Center for Education was also                
represented at the conference by Dr. Mary Strong , associate professor of education; Dr. Carol Smith, a 
Widener alumna; and current student Rodney Moyer. 
 
Dr. Suk-chung Yoon, professor of computer science, was recently awarded a $400,000 grant from the  
National Science Foundation to revitalize undergraduate education in enterprise computing. He will bring 
together representatives from academia and industry to develop and implement new curricula focused on 
the skills needed to develop and maintain enterprise systems. Yoon also received $5,000 as the recent        
recipient of the 2008 JP Morgan Chase Faculty Award. The award recognizes his work with JP Morgan 
representatives to develop large scale computing curricula. He will donate the award to support faculty and 
undergraduate research students in WidenerÕs Computer Science Department. 

Junior middle hitter Devan Green of the volleyball team was named to the all-
tournament team last weekend at the ASICS Invitational in Baltimore, MD. 
      Green contributed 34 kills, a .345 hitting percentage, 15 blocks, 12 digs, and 
four aces over four matches. She had nine kills and a .500 percentage August 
29 against Johns Hopkins University and 10 kills, five digs, and four blocks 
August 30 in Widener's 3-2 victory over Geneva College. 
      One of the league's top hitters, Green is coming off a year in which she 
helped Widener clinch its first Commonwealth Conference Tournament berth. 
      A physical therapy major, Green was named to the Middle Atlantic                    
Conference Academic Honor Roll last fall. She looks for continued success 
both on and off the court this year. 
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Stargazing at the Widener Observatory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With school back in session, the Widener University 
Observatory reopens for monthly stargazing             
sessions. See the stars, planets and other celestial 
wonders using the observatory’s 12- and 16-inch 
computerized reflecting telescopes.  
     All sessions are free and open to the public. To 
register, visit www.widener.edu/stargazing .)
 
 
When:  September 5, 8, 22, and 29  
  8-9 p.m. 
 
Where:   Widener University Observatory 
   Kirkbride Hall, 5th Floor 
 

Wednesday, September 3 

Official Start of the Fall Semester! 

Student Bar Association Member 
OrganizationÕs Table Day;                
Delaware Campus, Main Law 
Building  

6-9 p.m. PresidentÕs Fall Reception 
for faculty and staff; The Billie  
Kirkbride House 

7 p.m. Volleyball vs. Immaculata 
University; Home 

7 p.m. WomenÕs Soccer vs.               
Neumann College; Home 

Thursday, September 4 

Main Campus Day Classes Begin! 

7 p.m. Field Hockey vs. Neumann 
College; Home 

8-11 p.m. Republican National 
Convention Watch Party; University 
Center Webb Room 

Friday, September 5 

8-9 p.m. Public Viewing of the 
Night Sky; Widener Observatory 

Monday, September 8 

3:30 p.m. Delaware Civil Clinic 
Students Take Oath of Admission 
for Limited Practice of Law in DE 
Courts; Delaware Campus Room 
L126 

8-9 p.m. Public Viewing of the 
Night Sky; Widener Observatory 

Wednesday, September 10 

Early Bird Registration Deadline for 
the Professional Skills Conference 
for Human Sexuality Workers 

7 p.m. Field Hockey vs. Haverford 
College; Home 

Thursday, September 11 

Last Day to Drop/Add Classes on 
the Main (Chester) Campus! 

7 p.m. Volleyball vs. Goucher             
College; Home 

Friday, September 12 

11 a.m.—2 p.m. Involvement Fair 
presenting all student clubs and  
organizations to Main Campus           
students; Outside University Center 
(Rain location: University Center 
Atrium) 

Saturday, September 13 

12 p.m. Field Hockey vs. Delaware 
Valley College; Home 

1 p.m.  Football vs. North Carolina 
Wesleyan; Home 

7 p.m. MenÕs Soccer vs. Wilkes 
University; Home 

Monday, September 15 

12 p.m. PresidentÕs Invited Lecture 
with Paul Rogat Loeb; Lathem Hall 

6—8:30 p.m. SBDC Seminar: Doing 
Business with the Government; 
Christ Lutheran Church, Upper 
Darby, PA 

Wednesday, September 17 

11 a.m.—1 p.m. Volunteer Fair 
presenting community partners 
within the city of Chester in need of 
volunteers; University Center Atrium 

7 p.m. MenÕs Soccer vs.                   
Swarthmore College; Home 

Throughout September until             
October 2...visit the Widener                
University Art Gallery in University 
Center to see works from the Three 
Martinos on display 

7 p.m. PMC Museum Lecture              
Series: Sam Riddle and Man OÕWar; 
PMC Museum 

For A complete sports schedule and the latest news 
in Widener University athletics,  

visit the new and improved web site: 
www.WidenerPride.com  

 

Welcome Back! 
 

Remember to check out this \,/NT##<)!##<)))))))))))
calendar in each edition of T3+(7$)I4)])T%&#'#")
for a glimpse of what’s happening around campus 
over a two-week span. To publish an event, email 
alroberts@widener.edu. 

http://www.widener.edu/artgallery/
http://www.science.widener.edu/observatory/index.html
http://www.science.widener.edu/observatory/index.html
file://localhost/Users/nicolajefferson/Documents/TAP%20Archived%20/MacBook%2027%20May%2009/Logo%20-%20Other/Marketing/www.careersinsexuality.org
http://prod.campuscruiser.com/q?pg=home_news&tg=News-detail&id=108138&cx=22.97
http://www.widenersbdc.org/

