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Inside this issue: 
Looking for a new crib, but want to 
avoid a long commute to Widener for 
work or classes? The Hub at Widener 
is now renting studio, one- and two-
bedroom apartments on Providence 
Avenue. 
     The Hub at Widener is Phase I of 
University Crossings, the $50 million 
revitalization project that will include 
57 apartments, the 60-room Widener 
Hotel & Suites, a 7-Eleven (see pg. 2 
for details), a Chester Police                   
sub-station, and more when it is completed in the spring. 
     However, according to Anita Campbell, director of property management 
for The Hub at Widener, the apartments are available for rent now. Discounts 
are available for Widener students, faculty, and staff. Widener students who 
sign an annual lease will receive a 10 percent discount on rent. The first 20       
faculty and staff to sign leases will receive the first month’s rent free. 
     Campbell touted the convenience and amenities that The Hub at Widener 
offers, including the hotel for out-of-town guests, the convenience store, the 
Chester Police sub-station, monitored card access, 24-hour emergency                   
maintenance, and laundry facilities on each floor. “Everything is right here.  
It’s life put together for you.” she said. 
     For the ecologically conscious, The Hub at Widener is designed as a 
“green” building, incorporating modern glazing, heating, ventilation, and  
lighting selected for energy efficiency, Campbell said. 
     The apartments at  The Hub at Widener include 42 studio apartments              
ranging in price from $770 to $890 per month, nine one-bedroom apartments 
beginning at $1,090 per month, and six two-bedroom apartments starting at 
$1,550 per month. Prices do not include the Widener discount. 
     All apartments include a full kitchen with refrigerator, electric range,                  
microwave, dishwasher, and garbage disposal; wall-to-wall carpet with tile 
kitchen and bathroom floors; and individual climate control. Apartments are 
also high-speed internet and cable ready. 
     For more information on the apartments or to download a rental                             
application, visit www.thehubatwidener.com. For questions, call Anita at             
610-872-8400. 

Story Idea? 

!"  

The view from a two-bedroom apartment at The 
Hub. Apartments are open now for rent. 
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Soon, you won’t have far to travel to satisfy a Slurpee craving. Widener recently  
announced that 7-Eleven, Inc. is the newest University Crossings tenant. The world's 
largest operator, franchiser, and licensor of convenience stores, 7-Eleven expects to 
open the University Crossings location by the end of December. The location will be 
open 24 hours per day, seven days per week. 
     "This is very exciting news for the Chester community," said Widener University 
President James T. Harris III. "7-Eleven will provide a needed service to the city of 
Chester, and the company's mission, like Widener’s, is based on the principles of 

civic engagement—to serve the needs of the communities in which they operate." 
     According to Jeff Reeder, 7-Eleven market manager for 84 stores in the Aston, Harrisburg, Nazareth, 
and Hummlestown areas, the company has contributed more than $100 million in cash and in-kind               
products to the communities it serves over the past 32 years through corporate, franchise, employee, and 
customer donation programs. 
     "We look forward to being a part of Pennsylvania's first city and the University Crossings                    
development," Reeder said. "Being a good neighbor and corporate citizen is part of doing business at 7-
Eleven. We have a long history of supporting our neighborhoods in meaningful ways and we hope to work 
with Widener University, Crozer-Chester Medical Center, and the city of Chester to strengthen and build 
the community." 
     "I am thrilled that Chester will be the new home to such an established national franchise like 7-Eleven. 
This is yet another indication that even during these difficult economic times, Chester continues to show 
that it is an excellent location for business and investment opportunities," said Chester Mayor Wendell N. 
Butler Jr.  
     7-Eleven will join the 57 apartment units now available at The Hub, otherwise known as Phase I of  
University Crossings. According to Ahsan Nasratullah, chief executive officer of Teres Holdings, LLC, 
negotiations are underway with other retail business tenants to fill the remaining space. 
     "We continue to seek additional tenants for University Crossings, and we are seeing strong interest from 
the retail community despite the economy," Nasratullah said. "We anticipate making announcements about 
additional tenants in the comings weeks."  
 

7-Eleven Coming to Chester  
Convenience Store Announced as Part of University Crossings 

Points of Pride… 
 
Widener University is a member of Project Pericles, a national organization that                       
promotes education for social responsibility. Recognizing its commitment to producing 
active citizens engaged in the civic life of their communities, Widener University                 
became a member in 2004. 
     As a Periclean university, Widener seeks to reverse the trend towards civic apathy 
among American youth by encouraging student participation in the political life of the 
community and exposing the campus to people whose public service work creates a  
better world for us all. Faculty, staff, and students have formed a Political Engagement Committee, which 
works to carry out this mission.  
     Throughout the 2008 political campaigns, Widener successfully engaged the university community 
through convention and debate watch parties, participation in a youth political blog, voter awareness and  
registration campaigns, involvement in the Committee of Seventy polling watchdog efforts, a workshop              
focused on political activism, a visit from President-elect Barack Obama, and much more. 
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International Week Wrap Up 
Stories of Studying Abroad 
Sprinkled throughout International Week, students shared  
stories of studying abroad. They spoke of their travels 
throughout the world, from Ireland to Australia and even a 
Semester-at-Sea. One panel brought together Widener                
students who traveled this past summer to Chongqing                  
University in China and Chongqing students who are                   
currently studying at Widener. The two groups shared the          
differences and similarities they saw between the two                  
universities and what they learned from one another’s culture. 
     “I’ve learned to respect myself in the U.S.,” said Becky, a 
student from Chongqing. “When I was in China, I always 
asked my parents for direction and followed their lead. Here, 
when I ask questions, people always ask me instead what I 
want to do or what I think.” 
     For Eric Delengowski, a junior management major, China not only proved an interesting trip for his 
taste buds, as he rattled of the rare delicacies he dined on, but also one that inspired him to give back. 
“When I returned to the states, I wanted to do more for the community,” he said. Because the U.S. students 
were at Chongqing when the earthquake hit, they saw the need for volunteerism and also realized that  
compassion and cooperation in times of tragedy transcend all cultures. 
     The idea behind the Widener/Chongqing exchange came about to accomplish just that: to bring people 
together to dissolve fears and misconceptions, and therefore, relieve tension in the world. Widener Board 
of Trustees Chair David W. Oskin, who also serves on the board of Pacific Millennium Holdings                         
Corporation, a diverse group of companies operating predominantly throughout the China market, helped 
initiate the idea for the student exchange. 
 
Dining Etiquette for at Home and Overseas 
Solving the mystery of what utensil to use when, and where to 
put the napkin on a restroom run, special guests John and 
Lynne Breil of The Professional Edge held an etiquette              
seminar on dining both at home and abroad. Designed to help 
students prepare for business meals, Lynne Breil walked             
attendees through a four course meal, making suggestions 
along the way. Never place used silverware back on the table, 
rather place it across your plate or saucer, she advised.                
Community foods like bread should begin with the person 
closest to them and then travel to the left. 
    To add an international flair to the feast, John Breil                    
interjected dining tips specific to different cultures, drawing 
from years of experience in international sales and marketing. He revealed the “7 Sins of International 
Business,” which included an unwillingness to eat ethnic foods, excessive drinking, failure to ask for assis-
tance when ordering, pointing with utensils, disregarding ethnic and religious restrictions, inappropriate 
topics of conversation, and failure to observe seating protocol. “The seating arrangement should be known 
and discussed in advance,” he said. A proper arrangement will take into consideration the rank of those in 
attendance and assure that each guest is sitting near someone who can assist with food selection. 
     Presented by the Office of Career Advising and Planning Services, the night left participants full of both 
knowledge and great food. 
 
 

Students and faculty from Widener and Chongqing 
University met up this past summer in China  as part 
of the exchange program between the two schools. 

Etiquette expert Lynne Breil (center) gives instruction 
on how to properly cut food. 
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Continued...International Week Wrap Up 

Engaging Internationally Post-College 
After a week of exploring exotic cuisine and cultures on campus, International Week 
came to a close with suggestions for engaging internationally post-college. Rebecca 
Wong, a Peace Corps recruiter, revealed how working as a volunteer with the                  
organization not only paved the way for future success, but also proved a               
challenging, yet rewarding experience. 
     Wong spoke of the scholarships available to volunteers and the                           
competitive edge afforded to volunteers for federal jobs. However, Widener                      
Professor of Anthropology Dr. Kenneth Skinner, a former Peace Corps volunteer, captured the power of 
the Peace Corps best: “The Peace Corps name carries with it a certain cache. You don’t have to explain 
what it means to someone. They know instantly that you have been tested.” 
     Skinner reflected on his volunteer assignment in Malaysia, recalling that working in the country’s 
schools got him interested in teaching and that living among the indigenous people sparked his interest in 
anthropology. 
      Skinner was motivated to join the Peace Corps and give back after hearing President Kennedy’s call to 
students to give two years of their lives to developing countries. What Skinner gave as volunteer, he                   
believes, he got back via the character he developed and the professional success he enjoys today. 

The Health Law Institute has awarded its inaugural Health Law 
Institute Distinguished Research Fellowship to Dr. Oluyomi                   
Faparusi Sr. of Belcamp, MD. 
     Faparusi is a third-year law student who earned his medical                      
degree in 1997 from the University of Ibadan in Nigeria. He 
earned a Ph.D. in public health from Johns Hopkins University in 
2005 and is expected to graduate from Widener Law’s Delaware 
Campus in May 2009. 
     Through the fellowship, which lasts until May, Faparusi is 
working 10 hours a week with Health Law Institute faculty               
members on their initiatives and research. To date, he has worked 
on the law of informed consent and on the feasibility of starting a 
journal devoted to health law issues.  

     “Yomi was the perfect choice as the inaugural recipient of this fellowship,” Health Law Institute             
Director John G. Culhane said. “His rich background in both medicine and public health gives him                            
rare insight, and his research skills are outstanding.” 
     Faparusi, who chose to attend Widener in large part because of its signature health law program,                    
received post-graduate training in psychiatry at the University of Maryland Medical Center and St.                   
Elizabeths Hospital in Washington, D.C.  
     The Health Law Institute program on Widener’s Delaware Campus is currently ranked ninth in the 
country and has appeared regularly on the national list, published by U.S. News & World Report, for                       
a decade. 

School of Law Creates New Health Fellowship 
First recipient is medical doctor-law student 

Dr. Oluyomi Faparusi Sr., recipient of the Health 
Law Institute Distinguished Research Fellowship. 
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Faces of Widener: Patsy Shavers  
 

By Jonathan Thomson (’11) 

Patsy Shavers has always enjoyed cooking, so it should come as no surprise that 
she looks forward to work each day. Shavers has worked as a cook with 
Aramark for the past 27 years, helping to create all of the soups and sauces that 
are served in Widener’s dining hall and at catered events. “I am the soup lady,” 
Shavers said, smiling. “I really enjoy working with the students and making 
them happy with what I’m serving them.” 
     Shavers has witnessed many changes in the kitchen and dining hall                    
throughout the years, but admits that she likes change, especially in the menus, 
because it tests her ability as a cook. Just give Shavers a new recipe, and she will 
rise to the challenge. “I wouldn’t serve anything that I, myself, wouldn’t eat,” 
she said. 
     In her own kitchen, Shavers whips up her specialties, which include fried 
chicken, potato salad, and sweet potato pie. Cooking is just one of Shavers’ 
many interests. She enjoys dancing, visiting the casinos, and traveling. Of all  
the places she has visited, Cancun and Las Vegas are her favorite destinations. 
     After 27 years at Widener, Shavers knows that retirement is right around the corner. While she may 
make time for some of her other hobbies in retirement, she will certainly continue cooking. She has even 
entertained the idea of continuing to work for Aramark part time. 
     Shavers’ two daughters, Tracy and Crystal, also work for Aramark.  She also has a son, Otto, and four 
grandchildren. 

Patsy Shavers 
Cook, 

ARAMARK 

Spotlight on Sports: Matt Sosna 
Matt Sosna has enjoyed a solid beginning to his senior year and on Monday was named Commonwealth 
Conference Men’s Basketball Player of the Week. 

      Sosna was tabbed Most Valuable Player of the Oki Data Americas Tip-Off a   
second straight year. He scored 42 of his 52 points on the week during the                        
tournament, including 29 in the final against York College of Pennsylvania. He shot 
12-of-17 from the floor in that contest to help Widener post an 87-75 victory. 
      The Pride got to the final with a 106-53 win over Penn State Brandywine. Sosna 
closed with 13 points, eight rebounds, and shot 6-of-9 from the field. He ended the 
week with 20 rebounds and shot 21-of-30 from the field over three contests. 
      In his second year as a starter, Sosna is second on the team with 24 points per 
game, first with 6.2 rebounds per contest, and first with a .783 free throw                               
percentage. 
      Sosna of Stratford, NJ, owns a 3.9 grade point average in civil engineering and 
last year was named first team CoSIDA Academic All-District and a member of the 
Philadelphia Inquirer Academic All-Area Team. He is a two-time member of the 
Middle Atlantic Conference Academic Honor Roll. 
      Widener (4-1) has won three straight games by an average of 22 points. The 

Pride were ranked No. 7 preseason by SmallCollegeHoops.com, one year after winning a second straight 
conference title and playing in the NCAA Tournament a third consecutive year. 

Matt Sosna, 
star athlete and student 
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 Physical Therapy Presents Lessons to Live By 
Eat breakfast, limit your salt and sugar intake, and take the stairs 
over the elevator. These are just a few of many nutrition and fitness 
tips recently presented by Widener physical therapy students to a 
group of area high school juniors. Over three informational sessions, 
the students imparted practical tips and tools for maintaining a 
healthy diet and exercise regimen.  
     “To do well academically, these high school students need good 
nutrition. They don’t often recognize that the two go hand-in-hand,” 
said Nicola Tollett Jefferson, founder and executive director of The 
Achievement Project (TAP), a nonprofit organization that helps 
Chester students grow and succeed in grades 9-12.  
     Widener’s physical therapy students and TAP teamed up for this 
fitness and nutrition initiative as part of the Institute for Physical 
Therapy Education’s annual Community Health and Wellness                  
Project. For years, physical therapy graduate students have divided into small groups to embark on                   
yearlong projects to address a unique challenge presented by a community organization. 
     Graduate physical therapy students first become involved with this initiative in the fall of their second 
year when they identify a community partner. Then, in the spring semester, they dive deeper into the project 
by evaluating their clients’ needs. “They read literature about the populations they’re assisting and talk to 
their partners about their missions, goals, and objectives,” said Dr. Kerstin Palombaro, community                        
engagement coordinator for the Institute. “Finally, they decide on the proper intervention and implement 
their plan in the fall semester of their third year.” 
     The projects span across four semesters, as the physical therapy students do a short-term assessment of 
their intervention, followed by a long-term assessment in the spring. As part of the nutrition and fitness 
group’s short-term assessment, members engaged the high school students in a series of course-related 
games. As the TAP teams answered Jeopardy-style questions with little hesitation and compared food labels 
with confidence, the initial results proved  that the sessions were a success. 
     Among the other student projects this year, one group worked with the Widener Partnership Charter 
School students on outdoor safety tips, which included information for the playground and walking to 
school. Working with the physical therapy faculty as its client, another group developed a marketing plan 
for a pro bono physical therapy clinic on campus. Although in its early stages, the clinic would serve the 
underinsured, representing one of the largest community projects taken on by the Institute to date.  

Third-year graduate physical therapy students 
(L to R) Caitlin McKeever and Becky Steffen 
review nutrition and fitness information in a 
Jeopardy-style game with Chester students.  

Noteworthy 
Dr. Larry Lesick, associate vice president for enrollment management, recently presented “The Power of 
the Plan: Linking Enrollment Management Goals with University Strategic Initiatives” at the 18th Annual 
Strategic Enrollment Management Conference in Anaheim, CA. 
 
Dr. Michael D. Rosko, professor of health and medical services administration, published “Hospital 
Quality, Efficiency, and Input Slack Differentials,” in the October 2008 issue of Health Services                          
Research, which he co-authored with Vivian Valdmanis and Ryan Mutter. 
 
Hospitality management students Theresa Bova, Christina Dutcavich, and Samantha Wright recently 
presented “Post 9/11 Discrimination within the Hospitality Industry” at the Fourth Annual HEMAR                            
Undergraduate Research & Project Forum at the International Hotel/Motel & Restaurant Show in New 
York City.  
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Change Predicted at Chester Economic Development Summit  

“Chester is ready for the future and ready for your                    
business,” said School of Business Administration Dean 
Savas Özatalay at the recent Chester Economic                                
Development Summit held in Lathem Hall. Dean Özatalay 
initiated the idea for the summit to encourage businesses to 
come to the city. To make a persuasive pitch, he enlisted the 
help of Chester entrepreneurs and organizations that offer 
people help in opening or expanding a business in the city. 
     “Five years from now, you will not know the city of 
Chester,” said James Turner, Chester’s director of economic 
development. “Wouldn’t it be a shame for you to be                     
standing on the outside looking in?” 
     Turner participated in a panel titled, “We are Here to 
Help,” with Glenn McAllister of Widener’s Small Business 
Development Center, Robert Reese of Chester’s Work 
Force Development, Toni Truehart of the Microenterprise 
Partnership, John Sanmartino of the Small Business Commerce Center, and Jeff Vermeulen of the                     
Delaware County Chamber of Commerce. 
     “If you’re talking to one of us, you’re talking to all of us,” said Sanmartino, assuring audience members 
that they had a tight knit, dedicated group ready to assist them with their business move. Panelists                               
discussed their range of services, from support with business plans to assistance in finding qualified                      
employees and ideal space. 

     A second panel of Chester business owners focused on the issue of safety. 
“Perception is different than reality,” said Pete Barrow of Kenneth P. Barrow Jr. 
Realtor. He noted that he works and lives in Chester and has never had a problem, 
even when he and his wife walk their dog at night. Widener alumnus and panelist 
Mike Brady of LPL Financial Services added that his clients are often pleasantly                   
surprised by how easy Chester is to get to and how safe they feel when they arrive. 
“We will never leave; our business will always have a home in Chester,” he said. 
     Also among the panelists of Chester business owners were Scott Holmes of V-
Systems and Lisa Witomski of T. Frank McCalls. Both emphasized the ideal location 
of Chester, noting its accessibility by plane, train, and bus in addition to its proximity 

to major roads and highways and the Delaware River. 
     Dave Sciocchetti, executive director of the Chester Economic Development Authority, also cited                      
location as one of Chester’s greatest strengths in addition to its support from organizations such as Crozer-
Keystone and Widener. He highlighted the city’s goals and plans for economic development, noting that 
Chester needs to continue to identify and remove barriers preventing people from coming in, create                        
incentives to attract businesses to the city, build on its strengths, seize unique opportunities, create                         
economic opportunities, and connect residents with jobs. 
     Highlighting Chester’s recent success in economic development, Dean Özatalay revealed that the recent 
additions of Harrah’s and the Wharf at Rivertown have increased employment in the city by 40 percent. He                 
highlighted projects currently underway, including the pending groundbreaking for the soccer stadium, the 
$500 million waterfront development project that will include office and retail space and housing, and            
University Crossings. Widener looks forward to officially celebrating the opening of Widener Hotel & 
Suites at University Crossings in December. 
     Look for video clips of the Chester Economic Development Summit soon at                              
www.widener.edu/chester_renaissance. 

Panelists, pictured from left, included Pete Barrow of           
Kenneth P. Barrow, Jr. Realtor; Tracy Bogans of OLCR, 
Inc.; Mike Brady of LPL Financial Services; Lisa Witomski 
of T. Frank McCalls; and Scott Holmes of V-Systems. 

“Chester is ready 
for the future and 

ready for your  
business.” 

 
—School of Business 
Administration Dean 

Savas …zatalay 
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A Look at the Next Two Weeks in Widener Events 
TWO-WEEK PEEK 

AIDS Memorial Quilt 
Coming to Widener 
 
 
Panels on display all 
day Dec. 1—6 in the 
University Center 
Atrium. 
 
 
 
 
In recognition of World AIDS Day on Dec. 1, Widener will 
receive 20 panels of the AIDS Memorial Quilt to display 
for members of the university and surrounding                           
communities. With each panel measuring approximately 
12 sq. ft., the exhibit will serve as a powerful reminder 
that the AIDS epidemic continues to claim millions of 
lives both around the world and close to home. 
 
For more information about the AIDS Memorial Quilt dis-
play at Widener and a schedule of activities planned to 
coincide with the display, please visit: 
www.widener.edu/studentaffairs/memorialquilt 

Thursday, November 27 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Monday, December 1 

World AIDS Day: Stop by                 
University Center Dec. 1-6 to view 
panels from the AIDS Memorial 
Quilt 

3 p.m. Lecture by Elaine Pasqua: 
Living and Loving in a World with 
AIDS; University Center Room A 

6—7 p.m. Public Viewing of the 
Night Sky; Widener Observatory 

7 p.m. Women’s Basketball vs. 
Kings College; Home 

8 p.m. Philadelphia Speaker Series: 
Garrison Keillor; Kimmel Center 

Tuesday, December 2 

All Day AIDS Memorial Quilt on 
display; University Center Atrium 

Wednesday, December 3 

All Day AIDS Memorial Quilt on 
display; University Center Atrium 

5:30-7:30 p.m. Widener Dinner 
Series; Heintz Dining Room 

Thursday, December 4 

All Day AIDS Memorial Quilt on 
display; University Center Atrium 

7 p.m.—10 p.m. Panhellenic                 
Council and WAC Variety Show; 
Alumni Auditorium 

Friday, December 5  

8—9 p.m. Public Viewing of the 
Night Sky; Widener Observatory 

Saturday, December 6 

All Day AIDS Memorial Quilt on 
display; University Center Atrium 

1 p.m. Women’s Basketball vs. 
York College (NY); Home 

Monday, December 8 

6—7 p.m. Public Viewing of the 
Night Sky; Widener Observatory 

7 p.m. Men’s Basketball vs.             
Gwynedd-Mercy College; Home 

Tuesday, December 9 

Art Gallery Exhibition Opens 
Displaying Artwork from the 
Child Development Center and 
WPCS (runs through Dec. 13) 

7 p.m. Women’s Basketball vs. 
Rosemont College; Home 

Wednesday, December 10 

5:30-7:30 p.m. Widener Dinner 
Series; Heintz Dining Room 

6—9 p.m. SBDC Seminar: First 
Steps; Widener SBDC 

Time TBD ROTC annual Army vs. 
Navy Football Game vs. Villanova; 
Villanova University 

All Day AIDS Memorial Quilt on 
display; University Center Atrium 

Widener Fall Dinner Series 
 
After the Thanksgiving holiday, 
take a break and let someone 
else do the cooking. The School 
of Hospitality Management  
students invite you to attend 
their Fall 2008 Dinner Series. 
The dinner series gives                      
upper-class students the                  
opportunity to learn all aspects 
of fine dining as they operate 
their own restaurant as chefs, servers, bartenders, and 
general managers.  
     Each week, the students are assigned a theme and 
are given the sole responsibility of researching recipes, 
calculating production costs and managing staff.                    
Upcoming themes include: 
 
Dec. 3: Flavors of Sicily, Puglia, and Calabria 
Dec. 10: Inns of the Midwest 
 5:30—7:30 p.m., Heintz Dining Room 
 
To make reservations, or for more information, please 
contact Lindsey Ruby, restaurant manager, at                        
610-499-1127.  
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http://www.widener.edu/studentaffairs/memorialquilt.asp
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http://www.widener.edu/admissions/news/news_story.asp?iNewsID=584&strBack=/news/Default.asp
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http://www.widener.edu/admissions/news/news_story.asp?iNewsID=559&strBack=%2Fadmissions%2Fnews%2Fnews%5Farchive%2Easp
http://www.widener.edu/admissions/news/news_story.asp?iNewsID=559&strBack=%2Fadmissions%2Fnews%2Fnews%5Farchive%2Easp
http://www.widener.edu/about/philaspeakers.asp

